EMPIRICS---COVID decreased patent applications.
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All things being equal, one would expect that the coronavirus pandemic would have the same or similar effect on patent application filings in all countries and would not cause a decrease in U.S. patent application filings while causing an increase in worldwide patent application filings.
While the coronavirus pandemic initially caused adjustments in budgeting, workforce and workplace attendance, it seems that something before the pandemic caused a decrease in the number of patent applications that were filed in the U.S. back in 2017, while worldwide patent applications increased by 5.8% in the same year.
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