1 --- TIME --- Liability ruling is only 6 years, patents are 20
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1. Short-Term Entry-Level Exclusivity Followed by a Specified Liability Period
The sole purpose of a limited period of exclusivity at the outset is to enable the subpatentable innovator to establish a viable distribution system. Given that the innovation in question is subpatentable by definition, a lengthy period of exclusive protection is inadvisable. The life cycle of technological innovation is already fast-moving as a rule,96 and the possibility of fully open competition should not be unduly delayed. Therefore, we propose the adoption of a two-year period of [*2057] exclusivity at the outset, followed by a four-year period, during which the "take-and-pay" rule applies. After this cumulative period of protection, free competition would prevail.97
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5 U.S.C. 154   Contents and term of patent; provisional rights.
(a) IN GENERAL.—
*****
(2) TERM.—Subject to the payment of fees under this title, such grant shall be for a term beginning on the date on which the patent issues and ending 20 years from the date on which the application for the patent was filed in the United States or, if the application contains a specific reference to an earlier filed application or applications under section 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) from the date on which the earliest such application was filed.
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