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Even if utility models have a positive effect on innovation generally, they may not be appropriate for the American case. Economic research on the subject of utility models suggests that "[w]here th[e] capacity [to conduct innovative research] exists . . . a system that provides incentives to conduct minor, incremental inventions [i.e. a utility model system] is more conducive to growth." 96 In contrast, utility model protection weakly affects innovation and growth in developed countries.97 This is consistent with the trend among developed countries away from utility models, even as the annual quantity of patent applications increases despite continued backlogs in most of the world's major patent offices. Even if decision-makers in the United States were to conclude that establishing some type of utility model protection would be beneficial for American innovation, implementing the utility model system would require changes to many aspects of American law;98 whether American business—and, perhaps more significantly, the American Congress—would have the political and economic stomach to
get such changes right is an open question
Source: Second Tier IPR CP - Michigan 7 2024 BFHR · Michigan · 2024




