Their own author says that prophetics are key to small businesses – they independently incentivize innovation which turns case.
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The theoretical case for prophetic examples rests on benefit to patentees. The Patent Act requires inventors to describe how to make and use their invention.18 Inventors often do this by writing experimental protocols and results in the patent. 19 For example, a patent on a diabetes medication might include an experiment showing how to synthesize the molecule and another showing that the molecule can be given to humans to reduce the need for insulin injections. 20 The broader the patent, the more experiments are required.21 A patent covering one molecule might only need to include one synthesis protocol, whereas a patent covering a family of one hundred molecules might need to include many more experiments.22 It is always faster and cheaper to make up data than to conduct real experiments, so if the experiments disclosed in the patent can be fictional, inventors will be able to file broader patents more easily.23 This should be particularly useful for small companies, who have small budgets and cannot afford extensive real experimentation.24 For companies of all sizes, broader patents provide a greater reward to the inventor, which might incentivize more innovation.
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