Gene patenting deters new medical innovation and increases health care costs
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Patents on genetic information and uses thereof will not only limit the availability of current medical diagnostics and treatments, but also harm the availability of future health innovations. Because patents allow their owners to block competition, they would empower their owners to block competition from those who would otherwise offer more effective or affordable tests and treatments. This exclusionary power would, in turn, deter researchers from developing new tests and treatments for life-threatening and debilitating conditions, like cancer and Alzheimer’s disease. The result will be medical care that is more expensive, less innovative, and less accessible than it is today—just as it was in the days before the Myriad decision. 
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