Green billionaires participate in ‘world building’ – an ultimately harmful method that entrenches settler logic
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These green billionaires participate in settler worlding as they narrate the future in relation to dominant climate change discourses. In each piece of media, it is clear that these billionaire’s vision for the future are all framed around notions that climate change is something of concern and that changes to society need to be made in order to move 52 away from an apocalyptic future and towards a utopic one. Looking at these narratives from the lens of settler colonialism, each piece of media indicated that these billionaire’s narratives were not self-contained projects but rather were all oriented around maintaining and reproducing a settler world. An essential idea that united each piece of media into an archive is expressed in the following quote by Veracini: “whether they envisage a progressive movement or identify a degenerative tendency, settler narratives structures remain powerful, reproducible, and mobilizable whether in relation to reconstructions of the past or imaginings of the future” (Veracini, p. 102). Starting with this idea that settler narratives are world building projects (physically and imagined) each of the six artifacts were analyzed for the ways in which settlers develop a sense of place that orient the individual towards and justifies the mission of the settler collective. My notion of settler colonialism is that the various mechanisms of settler worlding (from the development of media to the development of landscapes) occur via the creation of a spatiotemporal schema (a kind of mental terraforming) coupled with an inherent sense of individual sovereignty that tethers the settler to the schema.
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