Only novel discoveries for genes can be patented – existing diagnostics would be excluded on novel or non-obvious determinations
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PHILIP JOHNSON: Well listen, listening to Mr. Blaylock's discussion about the isolated gene, I heard an awful lot about conventional this and conventional that, and so on, which would say to me that those are novelty or obviousness concerns and it may very well be that the isolated gene and what is done with it turns out not to meet those.
And that should be enough. It's not -- what -- what we're worried about and -- and what he has already acknowledged is there are some very important things lurking in the genome that could be incredibly important for our well-being in the future. And we should want to incentivize people to look for it and to spend the time and energy and money that is needed in order to find it. And these things don't -- don't announce themselves.
This takes real hard work and insights and -- and real invention, and we should recognize that and when that happens, if those inventions or otherwise deserving, they should be patented.
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