Prizes aren’t popular with Congress - CP links to politics
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Sanders has proposed these bills multiple times, most recently, I believe, in 2017. But for some reason they have not gotten any traction in Congress. Perhaps there is something about the idea of the government handing out billion-dollar prizes—potentially to Big Pharma—that rubs people the wrong way when they first hear it. But of course the government already gives out billions of dollars a year supporting early stage research; the beauty of the prize approach is that the taxpayer only has to pay out when the solution in question has in fact been discovered.
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