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A second, more important consideration against a general prize system has already been mentioned: political palatability. It’s hard enough to imagine Congress (or any other national legislature) adopting in the foreseeable future a prize system that would encompass all pharmaceutical or medical innovations pertaining to the diseases that currently ravage developing countries. The unpopularity of tax increases, coupled with the widespread sentiment that the patent system, outside the sphere of neglected and global diseases, is not yet “broken,” make it extremely unlikely that Congress would be willing to reach even further.
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