No innovation net benefit – EU database proves
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This book has demonstrated that the sui generis intellectual property regimes de facto serve as gap fillers for the protection of subject matter that cannot be adequately protected with the standard instruments of intellectual property protection. The analysis of sui generis intellectual property protection for databases, designs, and plant varieties in the EU and U.S. allows to make the following conclusions: 1. Introduction of sui generis rights does not always trigger innovation and public or private investment into the protected subject matter. It is generally considered that the introduction of new intellectual property rights helps enhance innovation. However, this book has demonstrated that this has not always been the case. In particular, the database sui generis right in the EU has not had any proven economic impact on the production of databases. The introduction of a design right specifically for vessel hulls under the VHDPA and granting a plant variety right under the PVPA in the U.S. have not had significant impact on the amount of investments or innovation in these areas
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