The plan spikes court litigation---appeals drown courts in costly litigation.
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In this new environment, de novo review of PTAB rulings on case-specific matters seems like a waste of judicial resources that conflicts with legislative priorities. It encourages costly and time-consuming appeals and threatens to undermine the effectiveness of the AIA in providing a quicker, cheaper, and more expert alternative to district court litigation. As its caseload rises, the Federal Circuit would do better to confine its use of de novo review to generalizable legal rulings that provide guidance to the PTAB and the courts in future matters, rather than attempting to replicate the work of the PTAB from the appellate bench on routine rulings on claim interpretation and obviousness.
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